
MATH PACING & MY FAVORITE NOMATH PACING & MY FAVORITE NO

Studies have shown daily review  
leads to higher student achievement
Activating prior knowledge improves
recall, solidifies connections between
concepts, builds automaticity 
Leveraging errors in problem solving
improves knowledge acquisition and
retention

Click for a detailed

implementation
checklist

Curricular demands, time constraints,
diverse student needs impedes
effective lesson pacing
Teachers must prioritize high-impact
instructional strategies
5-minute warm-up routine “My
Favorite No” maximizes instructional
minutes
Strategy used to review prior learning,
analyze common errors, and cultivate
growth mindset
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CONNECTED CLASSROOMS

What do teachers consider protected
instructional time in math lessons? 

TRY IT: MY FAVORITE NOTRY IT: MY FAVORITE NO

Students complete 1 problem on index card
Collect index cards 
Sort responses into “yes” and “no” piles (correct and incorrect) 
Select response that highlights common error or misconception (the favorite “no”)
Rewrite student solution on board
Guide discussion and analysis:

Remind students, “What you’re going to see is incorrect.”
Ask, “What in this solution am I happy to see?”
Ask, “What does this person NOT understand? Where’s the mistake?” 

Rework problem, modeling correct strategy, solution, and answer
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:c77d2c93-e0ef-3fcd-8c24-216baee1bc83
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:c77d2c93-e0ef-3fcd-8c24-216baee1bc83
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:c77d2c93-e0ef-3fcd-8c24-216baee1bc83


CONNECTED CLASSROOMS

Frommert, Crystal. “Highlighting “Good” Mistakes in Student Work.” Edutopia, 22
Nov. 2022, www.edutopia.org/article/highlighting-good-mistakes-in-student-
work/. Accessed 25 Mar. 2024.
Impact Teachers. “Pace.” Impact Teachers, 4 Apr. 2016,
impactteachers.com/blog/pace-2/. Accessed 25 Mar. 2024.
Rosenshine, Barak. “Principles of Instruction: Research-Based Strategies That All
Teachers Should Know.” American Educator, 2012. Accessed 24 Apr. 2024.
Ranganath, Charan. “Want to Remember More? Make More Mistakes.” The Wall
Street Journal, 19 Apr. 2024, www.wsj.com/science/biology/want-to-remember-
more-make-more-mistakes-2d195a6f. Accessed 24 Apr. 2024.
Simmons, Craig. “Pacing Lessons for Optimal Learning.” ASCD, 1 June 2020,
www.ascd.org/el/articles/pacing-lessons-for-optimal-learning. Accessed 25 Mar.
2024.
Soots, Barbara. “Mathematically Productive Instructional Routines - My Favorite
Know.” https://oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/79075/overview. Accessed 26
Mar. 2024.
Willingham, James, et al. “Examining Mistakes to Shift Student Thinking.”
Mathematics Teaching in the Middle School, vol. 23, no. 6, Apr. 2018, pp. 324–332. 

SOURCESSOURCES

EPISODE 1EPISODE 1
MATH PACING & MY FAVORITE NOMATH PACING & MY FAVORITE NO

What do teachers consider protected instructional time in math lessons? 
When interruptions occur, what practices get pushed to the side? What practices
are prioritized?
How would “My Favorite No” look if implemented in your classroom?
What challenges would you anticipate?
What other techniques do you use to achieve effective pacing of math lessons?
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